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Mission: Provide surgical services and support sustainable,
multidisciplinary health care in underserved communities through
training, local partnerships and telemedicine.

ACHEIVEMENTS

IMPACT

Our 2016 Programs:
•

•

•

•

•

January: In collaboration with Hue University Faculty of Nursing,
a team of U.S. nursing students and instructors from CSUSM
partnered with a Vietnamese nursing team to work, train and
learn from each other in hospitals, clinics and community
settings in Hue, Nam Dong and nearby communes.
January: In Mexico City, one of our Moebius Syndrome patients
Dana received facial reanimation surgery, and our team members
presented on surgical techniques and outcomes at a scientific
plastic surgery conference.

150

Medical training hours
provided for nurses, orthodontists
and plastic surgery trainees

104

Patients evaluated in Mexico
and Vietnam

68 Patients who received medical
or surgical care

February: Our 2016 Research Scholars, residents from Mexico City,
presented award-winning research on neurological craniofacial
conditions at the FILACP in Uruguay.

20

February & March: Funded the training of orthodontists from
Ensenada and Tijuana in the optimal use of the NAM (Nasal
Aveolar Molding) device that greatly improves surgical
outcomes and recovery for cleft patients.

8 Scholarships granted for specialized

March: Partnered with Drs. Cuellar Sr. and Jr. and La Fuerza
de mi Sonrisa for a week of free surgeries and multidisciplinary
care for cleft lip and palate children in Tuxtla, Chiapas.

International educational
conferences about global surgery

1

Specialist consultations and
treatments for our patients

research or training

7

and reconstructive practices

•

February, April & October: Clinical and surgical “jornadas”
(work days) at the CER Hospital (Tijuana), broadcasting to
UCSD School of Medicine and other participants.

•

April & December: Funded week-long self-esteem camps for
cleft patients that incorporate psychological counseling and
art therapy.

•

May & August: Funded eye surgeries for two of our patients

•

July & December: Participated in cleft patient appreciation
“fiestas” at the Hospital Infantil

•

October – December: Continued support of Dr. Wone Banda,
Malawi’s first plastic surgery resident, as she visited the
Rancho Santa Fe Rotary, participated in the ASPS Conference
in LA, trained at microsurgery course in Glasgow, graduated
from COSECA and attended a COSECA conference in Kenya.

•

October: Participated in a surgical “jornada” and the AMLPH
Conference in Ensenada
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“We believe everyone should have access to ethically
responsible surgical care, regardless of where they
live or their economic means. This means safe,
quality care by surgeons trained in their specialties, a
multidisciplinary teach approach and ongoing follow-up.”
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Letter from the
President And Founder
ConnectMed International was founded 7 years ago with the vision to provide
not only surgical services for the treatment of congenital and acquired
deformities, but to support sustainable multidisciplinary health care through
educational partnerships and interactive telemedicine networks.
Your support in 2016 allowed us to pursue our goal of ethically responsible
care. Our International Nursing Exchange team once again collaborated
with their Vietnamese counterparts from Hue University while training and
providing care in hospitals and commune clinics and community settings.
We continued to partner with the CER Hospital in Tijuana, Mexico, where
we collaborate with Mexican specialists to provide free evaluations and the
highest quality surgical care in state-of-the-art facilities to the most
vulnerable in the community: a total of 3 “jornadas”, 19 evaluations and 17 procedures in 2016. We also had the privilege of
partnering with Drs. Cuellar Sr. and Jr. in Chiapas, Mexico for a week of free surgeries and multidisciplinary care for cleft lip and
palate children, and we are honored to continue supporting their work.
Ethically responsible care means safe, quality care, regardless of the location or economic status of the community. “Quality”
for surgical patients requires care by surgeons trained in their specialties, a multidisciplinary team approach and ongoing
follow-up. ConnectMed differs from many nonprofits delivering surgical care to needy children because we collaborate with
local health professionals to ensure each patient receives care by a team of specialists trained to meet her needs. We also build
local networks to follow up with patients and work toward sustainability through our telemedicine network and continuous
educational and professional partnerships. In this way, the entire individual is cared for – including her emotional,
psychological, and nutritional needs – not only by our visiting team but by her community.
To this end, we have invested in training and inspiring the next generation of health care professionals to give back to their
communities through our educational initiatives in Malawi, Mexico and Vietnam. ConnectMed continues to sponsor the
international training and research of Dr. Wone Banda, Malawi’s first plastic surgery resident, by supporting her in
conferences and courses in Los Angeles, Glasgow and Mombasa. We supported the research of two plastic surgery residents
from Mexico City, and funded specialized training for Mexican orthodontists that work with cleft patients. At our partner site
in Tijuana, Mexico, we broadcast our clinics and surgeries to U.S. medical schools - to the benefit of participants on both sides
of the broadcast. Our International Nursing Exchange, dedicated to enriching the education and cultural competencies of
nursing students, brought nursing students to Hue to exchange clinical skills and cultural experiences with Vietnamese
students and instructors.
I’m proud to say that, while we have been able to alleviate a good deal of suffering through outreach trips, we continue closer
to our goal of having our developing country partners meet the healthcare needs of their own community. Local sustainability
is a key ethical component of our mission at ConnectMed International and it is a challenge I am excited to continue tackling. I
hope that you will continue on this journey with us, both with your interest and your support.
Sincerely,

Amanda Gosman, M.D.
President and Founder
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF
President & Founder

Amanda A. Gosman, M.D.
Executive Director

Rita Albert, J.D
Treasurer

Shankar Sitipati
Board Member,

2016 Donors
Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors who made it
possible to help those in need this year. Major gifts made
between January 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016 include:
$20,000 or more

Zia Agha, M.D.

Anonymous Foundation
The James S. Wong Foundation

Board Member

$5,000 - $19,000

Krizel Dahline
Board Member

James Gosman, M.D.
Board Member

Robert Hall
Board Member
Lili Huang
Board Member

Karina Icinkoff, R.N.
Board Member
Azmaira Agha-Maker, Ph.D
Board Memebr:
Joyce McIntyre, M.D.
Board Member

Alicia Sigler, M.D.

Gilbert J. Martin Foundation
KLS Martin
Selb y Family Trust
Object Edge
ScanLan (in kind)

$1,000 - $4,900
Anonymous
Dr. & Mrs. James & Mary Ellen Gosman
Dr. Jie Lan
Drs. Zia Agha and Azmaira Agha-Maker
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Kristen Gil
Mr. Harold Swartz
TechLaw LLP
Ms. Terri Nelson
Rancho Santa Fe Rotary
Ms. Krizel Dahline
Mr. Bob Irwin
Moss Adams LLP
The Robbins Family
In honor of Robert “Grandbob” Irwin
MAP International (in kind)

OUR 2016 PROFESSIONAL PARTNERS INCLUDE:
Dr. and Mrs. Luis and Lucy Suarez, CER Hospital (Tijuana)
Drs. Juan Cuellar Dodd and Dr. Juan Cuellar Jr.,
La Fuerza de mi Sonrisa (Chiapas)
Dr. Alex Cardenas and Hospital Gea Gonzalez (Mexico City)
University of California San Diego
Fresh Start Surgical Gifts (San Diego)
Hue University School of Medicine, Faculty of Nursing
(Hue, Vietnam)
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Statement of Financial Position
As of December 31st, 2016

Revenue
Contributions, Gifts, and Grants (including in kind donations)

$ 129,821.07

Fundraisers

$ 88,610.18

Total Revenue

$ 218, 431.25

Expenses
Program Services

$ 146,522.45

Fundraising

$ 40,427.08

Administrative

$ 26,231.28

Total Expenses

$ 213,180.81

Net Operating Revenue
End of Year Assets

$ 5,250.45
$ 357,844.14

FINANCIALS
ConnectMed International relies on donated medical supplies, equipment and volunteers so that the majority of our donations go to
direct patient costs. We partner with local medical personnel so that our patients receive the follow up care they need with local
providers in the months following surgery.
ConnectMed International files a Form 990 with the Internal Revenue Department each year in compliance with 501c3 public charity status.
The twelve members of the CMI Board of Directors are comprised of medical and business leaders to ensure that funds donated to CMI and
the use of all assets are used efficiently and effectively for the highest level of charitable purposes.
A copy of our current 990 is available at our website: ConnectMed.org
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